Comparison of Deuteronomy with

an Ancient World Treaty
It has been observed that the basic structure
of Deuteronomy parallels the format of trea-
ties developed and executed between na-
tions and people groups in the ancient world.
The table below shows the six basic ele-
ments in ancient world treaties and their
counterparts in Deuteronomy.

This would not only have been a powerful
testimony to all people when given through
Moses to Israel, but to us today as well. God
provided, in writing, His pact with His chosen
people Israel. Whereas the kings of ancient
earth often gloried in the treaties and alli-
ances they'd negotiated — and sometimes
even identified themselves by such benefac-
tors — no nation but Israel had such an ar-
rangement with their gods; and Israel had
that with the One True God.

Equivalent
Chapters 4-26
of Deuteronomy)

31:19, 31:21 (a song); 31:26 (a copy

4:26, 30:19, 31:28 (heaven & earth);
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Witnesses to the treaty

Explains the mutual responsibilities of
the partners

Stipulations
List of Gods



